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Introduction:


This paper is intended to teach anyone who reads it the fundamentals of the Eau Claire City Council.  It will discuss different theories and compare many useful sets of data to make points and comparisons.  Some sets of data come from Arcmap while others were handwritten from the American Factfinder website.  Many hours were put into a long and grueling thought process, which created this piece of writing.

Eau Claire City Council

The Eau Claire city council is Eau Claire County’s form of government and has been this way since 1948 when it switched from a mayoral system.  Eau Claire has no mayor so the city council gets together to make the important decisions for the community.  The Eau Claire city council is made up of eleven members.  The city council is made up of a president, five aldermanic members and five members at large.  The five aldermanic members are voted in from the five separate districts in Eau Claire and the five members at large are voted in by entire city.  The council meets in downtown on every second and fourth Tuesdays of the month.
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Map 1: Eau Claire City Council and Median Household Income

This map illustrates two very important facts.  This map illustrates the city council representatives and their location in the Eau Claire Area.  The city council members are represented by the red dots.  The star represents the location of the City council president.  From this view the map seems a little to small to see, but the members are clustered together in an area close to the Chippewa River.  The Council members are not spread out in all the districts or wards.  There are also a number of council members living in just one ward.  The council members are located basically in a tight little bunch on the outskirts if the campus area.
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This map also illustrates the median household income in the Eau Claire Area.  The darker black represents the areas of higher income and the areas of lighter gray represent the areas of a lesser value.  The areas that include the lesser income are basically encircling the campus.  However just on the outskirts of these areas are where most of our city council members live.  These areas are of the middle to high range for the income.  The highest values of income are located where all the new development is going in.  The map shows quite a difference going on in the Eau Claire Area.  Much of the area is above the average according to this map.
Map 2: Eau Claire City Council and Median Year House Was Constructed

This map represents the year houses were constructed.  You can see a defiant pattern in the old Eau Claire located right around the campus area.  This is known as the historic ward and has old and renovated Victorian and other style houses.  This area is tinted a light gray and stands for the oldest houses in the area.  As you can see from the map though the city council members tend to live in newer houses and are located again just right outside the area of the college community.  All the newer houses are where the new development is going in and where the city council lives.  These areas are the dark black and these areas are quite larger than the little college community around Water Street and the third ward.
Map 3: Eau Claire City Council and Household Income Less than $4,999[image: image1.jpg]Eau Claire City Council and Household Income
Less than $4,999

EAU CLAIRE
Houshold Income <$4,999
o

s

[ o
B No Dsta No Data

@  City Council Representatives
A ciy Councilpresident

Sources: U.S.
Census Bureau, City of
Eau Claire




This map represents basically the college life in Eau Claire County.  Anywhere on this map where the area is dark black, there probably is a majority of college students living in that area.  Of course around the city council members many do not endear the harsh college community, but then how do they know what to vote on for them.  The college community is quite a large division of the Eau Claire area.  This can be seen from Map 3.  The city council must make there decisions based on group values instead of for the individuals.  All the members seem closely tied to the heart of the Eau Claire area but about the people on the outside.  The views and ways of the council would hopefully reflect everyone else’s opinion and voice, but in the real world this is not true.  The council does what they can for there districts, the city, and all the people that support them or who do no support them.  Either way the Eau Claire city council is the one making the decisions around here and if rules or laws need to be changed the people must make them selves heard in any way possible.  Some ways to be heard by the local council is to attend one of there monthly meetings or write letters.  If something needs to be said then we have to make that step because the council members would not know about the issues otherwise.
Map 4: Eau Claire City Council and Median House Value

This map represents the median house value in the Eau Claire area.  As the map shows you can see that the campus of UWEC is yet again part of the lower percentages.  The lower percentages in this map are marked with a light gray color.  The UWEC campus is one of the only areas in this lower median house value probably because of the slums we all live in.  The college housing is not kept up the greatest and having college kids live in them totally brigs the value of the houses down.  However the map does show that our city council seems to be well off and they live in houses that have more value to them.  These areas are marked with the darker black and can be seen throughout much of the map.
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Conclusion

The maps show that our city council seems to be some of the more well off people.  The city council members seem to have larger houses that obtain a greater house value.  The maps also show us that our city council people make a significant amount of money per year.  I am not calling them rich by any means.  However they seem to be above the average median family income.  So this severely limits our group of eleven members.  Almost all the members are white middle to upper class males.  This right here is not a mixture or diverse group.  It’s one group.  Yes there may be one black man or two female members, but the overall is a distinctive pattern.  Shouldn’t the city council be a diverse group of men and women from all the races that stand for each of the different wards in the area?  Shouldn’t this be what the people of Eau Claire want?  Shouldn’t the people want a fair chance for all and not just the distinctive middle to upper class male dominant government?
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